United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13' 1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/066,202 



02/01/2002 



20210 7590 02/02/2004 

DAVIS & BUJOLD, P.L.L.C. 
FOURTH FLOOR 
500 N. COMMERCIAL STREET 
MANCHESTER, NH 03101-1151 



Georges Cronimus 



METPAT P59AUS 



5330 



EXAMINER 



RAEVIS, ROBERT R 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2856 

DATE MAILED: 02/02/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTC 90C (Rev 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/066,202 


Applicant(s) 

CRONIMUS, GEORGES 


Examiner 

Robert R. Raevis 


Art Unit 

2856 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on th cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 , 136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to coi7imunication(s) filed on 08 January 2004 . 
2a)^ Tliis action Is FINAL. 2b)n This action Is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 1^ Claim(s) 39-58 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) 39.40.42,46-51 and 56 is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 41,43-45,52-55.57 and 58 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawjng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119{a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)\J None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 41 , 43-45, 52-55, 57 and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claim 41, isn't the shaft 17 (which supports head 18) the same structure as 
the housing which houses the probe? Apparently, the claims are calling the exact same 
structure^by different names, and thus the same structure is claimed twice. Also, isn't 
the "head 18 part of the valve 14? Presently, the claim is directed to a "closing device 
for a valve" (line 1 of claim 39). Yet, claim 41 calls for a blocking head 18 which 
appears to be part of the valve. This is not consistent. 

As to claim 43, isn't the shaft 17 the same structure as claim 39's housing? Isn't 
the same structure claimed twice under two different names? 

As to claim 57, isn't the housing 30 the same structure as the shaft 17? Isn't the 
same structure claimed twice under two different names? Also, isn't the blocking head 
18 part of the valve, and not part of the "closing device for a valve" (italics added, line 1 ) 
as claimed? 

As to claim 58, isn't the housing 30 the same structure as the shaft 17? Isn't the 
same structure claimed twice under two different names? Also, isn't the blocking head 
1 8 part of the valve, and not part of the "closing device for a valve" (italics added, line 1 ) 
as claimed? What does "a m asurement nd" (line 9) mean? 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: As to claim 39, note was made of the "opening (38) formed in a lateral wall" 
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(italics added, lines 8-9) and "the opening (38) is accessible when the closing device 
(16) is in an operating position inside tlie valve" (italics added) limitations in combination 
with remaining claim limitations. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert R. Raevis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2204. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 6:30am to 
4:00pm. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 




